David Holmes: The Boy Who Lived - An Uplifting Tale of Triumph and Tragedy

"David Holmes: The Boy Who Lived" is an exceptional documentary that transcends
the typical narrative. It takes us on a soul-stirring journey through the life of David
Holmes, who, as fate would have it, served as Daniel Radcliffe's stunt double on the
iconic "Harry Potter" film series. This remarkable documentary is set to premiere on
HBO MAX and is not just a story of triumph and tragedy, but an exploration of the
extraordinary bond that emerged from adversity.

In January 2009, the "Harry Potter" film series was nearing its dramatic conclusion,
captivating millions across the globe. At the heart of the action was David Holmes, a
fearless teenage gymnast from Essex who portrayed Daniel Radcliffe's Harry Potter
stunt double. However, on one fateful day during a rehearsal for a daring flying scene
meant to replicate the effects of an explosion, disaster struck. Holmes was launched
into a wall, shattering his dreams and leaving him paralyzed from the chest down.

The Journey of David Holmes

"David Holmes: The Boy Who Lived" takes us back to the beginning, shedding light
on Holmes's selection as Radcliffe’s stunt double when he was just a teenager, with
Radcliffe himself being only eleven years old. Their partnership lasted for a decade,
and Holmes performed breathtaking stunts that left audiences in awe. This
documentary doesn't just chronicle the stunts; it paints a vivid picture of the deep
bond forged between Radcliffe and Holmes during years of close collaboration.

Life After the Accident

The documentary goes beyond the accident, providing an intimate look at Holmes's
resilience in the face of life-altering injury. Personal footage and heartfelt interviews

with Holmes, Radcliffe, and their families reveal the emotional and physical journey

that Holmes has navigated since that tragic day.

Behind the Scenes

The film offers a unique glimpse behind the scenes of the "Harry Potter" sets,
showcasing Holmes's remarkable stunt work and the unsung heroes of the film
industry. Alongside former crew members and friends, Daniel Radcliffe reminisces
about Holmes's invaluable contribution to the films and offers insights into the
profound impact of his accident.



Themes of Resilience and Identity

Directed by acclaimed British filmmaker Dan Hartley, this documentary isn't just
about a stuntman's tragedy; it's about growing up, facing adversity, and redefining
one's identity. HBO highlights how Holmes's story resonates with universal themes
of navigating uncertainty and discovering strength through the bonds formed
during life's darkest moments.

The Inspirational Message

In his own words, shared on social media and within the documentary, Holmes
reflects on his unbroken spirit: "Being a stuntman was my calling in life, and
doubling Harry was the best job in the world. This film tells the story of not just my
achievements in front of the camera but also the challenges | face every day and my
overall attitude towards life after suffering a broken neck."

Radcliffe's Role

Daniel Radcliffe's involvement extends beyond mere participation; he serves as an
executive producer, underscoring his unwavering commitment to bringing
Holmes's story to the forefront. This gesture speaks volumes about their
extraordinary friendship and Radcliffe's enduring support for the man who was once
his shadow in the perilous world of stunts.

An Intimate Portrait

"The Boy Who Lived Teaser Trailer," released ahead of the documentary, offers a
poignant glimpse into the life of a man who once executed death-defying stunts
and now grapples with the consequences of a tragic accident. The trailer alone has
stirred deep emotions among fans of the "Harry Potter" series and the broader stunt
community worldwide.

Unwavering Friendship

One of the most heartwarming aspects of "David Holmes: The Boy Who Lived" is the
exploration of the profound friendship between Daniel Radcliffe and David Holmes.
This bond, forged through years of collaborative work on the "Harry Potter" films,
goes beyond the typical actor-stunt double relationship. The documentary delves
deeply into how their friendship evolved, from their initial collaboration on set to
facing Holmes's life-altering accident together.



A Partnership Forged in the Magical World

Their journey began when a young, enthusiastic Holmes was chosen as Radcliffe's
Harry Potter stunt double. Over the years, as they tackled physically demanding and
often perilous stunts, a mutual respect and camaraderie blossomed. Radcliffe, in
various interviews and conversations depicted in the documentary, frequently
expresses his admiration for Holmes's professionalism, courage, and the critical role
he played in bringing the enchanting world of Harry Potter to life.

Supporting Through Adversity

Following Holmes's accident, Radcliffe's support was unwavering. He wasn't just a
visitor in the hospital but a consistent source of strength for Holmes and his family
during their journey of recovery and adaptation to a new way of life. The
documentary emphasises how Radcliffe's support was steadfast, showcasing the
depth of their relationship and revealing a side of Radcliffe that the public rarely sees
—a loyal, caring friend in times of crisis.

Executive Producer

Role Radcliffe's involvement in the documentary as an executive producer isn't
merely a professional duty; it's a deeply personal mission. By taking on this role,
Radcliffe ensures that Holmes's story is told with the respect, depth, and sensitivity it
deserves. His influence in the documentary's creation adds authenticity and
profound insight, shining a light on the often overlooked risks and sacrifices made
by stunt performers.

A Platform for Awareness

Through this documentary, Radcliffe not only pays homage to his friend's career and
courage but also shines a broader spotlight on the lives and challenges of stunt
performers. His decision to be a part of this project underscores his dedication to
shedding light on the critical yet often unnoticed work that stunt doubles do and
the potential risks inherent in their profession.

Conclusion

In "David Holmes: The Boy Who Lived," viewers will not only witness the story of a
paralysed Harry Potter stunt double but also a tale of courage, inner strength, and an
enduring friendship. Daniel Radcliffe's active role in the documentary, both as a
contributor and as an executive producer, speaks volumes about his commitment to



his friend and the unbreakable bond they share. This documentary serves as a
testament to their enduring friendship, offering an intimate look at how mutual
respect and support can emerge from the most challenging circumstances.

"David Holmes: The Boy Who Lived" is more than just the story of a paralysed Harry
Potter stunt double; it's a narrative that celebrates the resilience of the human spirit
and showcases the unbreakable bonds that can emerge from adversity. This
documentary is a must-watch, not only for fans of the "Harry Potter" series but for
anyone who treasures stories of human strength and unwavering camaraderie.

Airing Details

This collaborative production by Sky and HBO Documentary Films promises to be a
deeply moving and inspiring watch. Mark your calendars for its premiere on HBO
and HBO MAX on November 15th at 9 p.m., and prepare to witness a story that
captures the essence of bravery and indomitable spirit - the story of David Holmes,
the boy who truly lived.
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